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8 Nerd only Canſe of my publiſhing this 3 


Letter ſent me from an unknown Perſon, ſoon after it 
was preached. Which Letter was as follows: 


SERGE Fs „ 
cc 1 happening accidentally to dine with a Friend 
of mine the laſt Sunday at Hackney, occaſion d 

c me to bear him company to Church in the After- 
© noon; where I was ſo happy as to hear an excel 
cc lent Sermon delivered by you which I thought to 
« be extreamly agreable. I muſt confeſs my elf to 
© be a true Member of the Church of England, but 
© extreamly obliged with the happy Union that it 
c has pleaſed GOD under Her Moſt Gracious Ma- 
« jeſty to ſettle amongſt us. I have communicated 
ce the Contents thereof to my particular Friends, who 
© are mightily pleaſed with the Subſtance of what I 
© related to them; Tho' I muſt confeſs I could not 
© remember the Particulars fo far as to do you Juſtice 
© in the Relation. — * 

© Therefore I begg the favour of you for their 

« ſakes, as well as my own, and alſo at their Requeſts, 
* that you would fo far oblige us, as to let the World 
© be the better by ſeeing it in Print, which you then 
* publiſhed to your Private Congregation. Which 
* will not only be a ſatisfaction to thoſe in whoſe be- 
* half I now requeſt this favour, bur alſo to all other 
* Her Majeſties Subjects, who as much delight in the 
Union as my ſelf. We hope for a favourable Com- 
* pliance with this Requeſt, and reft „„ and os 
Your humble Servant; 
Weſtminſter, Sept: | | FRe cd 
the 24th 1707: . . F. AM. 
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The Preface. 


Notwithſtanding this Invitation, I declined at firſt, for 
ſome Reaſons, all thoughts of letting the Sermon go forth, 
But after a while bethinkjng my ſelf, whether I ought to 
withſtand ſuch a Motion as this, and other (I 2 
well-4;ſpoſed Perſous had made to me; and whether by my 
| Refufal I might not obſtruct ſome Good, that vtherwi|: 
might hawe accrued to them and others; 1 at length re(d- 
ved to comply with their Requeſt, hoping the plain Diſcour|: 
may be ſerviceable to promote Principles of Forbearance, 
Candour and Love among Proteſtants, and incline all {obo 
Chriſtians heartily to hold a peaceable Communion with the 
Eſtabliſhed Church ; which by many ſignal Footſteps of Pro- 
widence is ftill continued to us. | 
ap 3 
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0 17 Read) for the Preſs. 


A Naals of the Hiſtory of Religion and other Re- 
| A markable Occurrences in the Church of Eug land, 
during the firſt Twelve Years of Queen Elizabeth's 
Happy Reign. Wherein Account is given of the Re- 
ſtoration of Religion from the Corruptions of it In- 
troduced by Qucen Mary: Of filling the Sees with 
Proteſtant Biſhops: Of the Famous Synod in 1562: 
And of the firſt appearances of Diſſention from the 
Church FEſtabliſned, &c. Being a Continuation of the 
. Hiſtory of the Reformation, Compiled out of Papers of 
State, Authentick Records, &c. By Fobn Strype, M.A. 
Note, This Book will contain 150 Sheets. Ihe Price 

will bz Sixteen Shillings in Quires, Six Shillings to be 
paid in hand, and the Reſt at delivery. Propoſals are 
delivered cut by the Author, and by Jobn Hat at the 

Raſe in St. Pauls Church-yard. l Gb4S 21 
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FALLIBLE MAN.” 


PROV. xiv. 12. 


There is a Way which ſeemeth __ unto a 
Man: but the End thereof are the Ways o 
Death. 


HEN we hear of ſuch a terrible thing 
as the Ways of Death, we ought to open 
our Ears and give attention: And 
when we hear that ſometimes even 


thoſe Ways cf Death ſeem right unto a Man, we ought 


to take the greater Care that we be none of thoſe that 
fall into ſuch a fatal Miſunderſtanding. 

Among many things that may be diſcourſed of this 
Argument, we may take up two Remarks hence, and 


be reminded of two Things : Vir. 


I. How apt Men are to be miſtaken and deceived, 


And ( which is worſe) 


II. To be ſo in Matters cf yaſt Concernment : : 
namely, to err in Things that concern their Souls, 
and which may endanger their Welfare. 
The End ee are the Mays wy Death. Nr -19 0h 
A 3 Alas! 
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6 Leſſons for Fallible Man. 
Alas! we are / poor fallible Creatures. We 
very often wrong Notions of things, and — 
with them, and fo with a fooliſh Confidence (whi 
moſt have indulged themſelves in) live and die in 
Miſtake and Error, which perverts us in many mate. 
rial Paſſages of our Lives; and which occafion much 
Sin and Miſery to us. It is our Unhappineſs that 
moſt of us, how ſimple ſoever we are, are wiſe in 
our own Conceits; and think we are wiſer than o- 
thers, and abound too much in our own ſenſe : when 
alas! poor Man, thine Underſtanding is all the while 
Warped with Prejudice, or evil Education, or ſome 
corrupt Inclination or other within thee. There be 
more Men blind, than thoſe that have loſt their bo- 
dily fight: Thoſe I mean that are blind in their 
Minds; blind, and think they ſee plainly. Are we blind 
alſo ? Fobn ix. 40. ſaid ſome Phariſees to Chriſt, Ay, 
more blind, and leſs hope of ever ſeeing, becaule 
x 2 thought they ſaw ſo well. £2240 
e that miſdoubts his own Judgment, commonly 

judgeth beſt, and comes neareſt the Truth; becauſe 
he is moſt diligent to examine and try, and compare 
things together, and labours more than others by all 
means to inform himſelf aright. | 
What a deceivable Creature Man is, and how apt 
to miſtake appeareth hence, that there is ſuch abun- 


dance of Opinions and Speculations in the World, and 


all different or contrary one to another. And ſo it is 
eſpecially in Religion, and in the Ways of worſhip- 
ing GOD, not only among Heathens, but in Chri- 
ſtendom, nay, and in that little part of it that calls 
itſelf Proteſtant : Some thinking one thing and ſome 
another : One holding this Dodtrin, another holding 
that: One for this Mode and Form in Divine Wor- 
ſhip, another for a different Mode and Form from 
that. And perhaps with a great deal of Zeal and 
Heat too. Some body muſt be miſtaken : One Par- 
ty muſt err. But however, Bleſſed be GOP, all 
_— 1 | | Miſtakes 
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Leſſons for Fallible Man. 7 
Miſtakes and Errors in theſe matters are not damna- 
ble, if they have not an Influence upon our Lives, 
o debauch and ſpoil our Manners; as they often do. 
Nad ſo they become the Ways 23 1 0 192 

Well, Since we are ſuch fallible Creatures, and ſo 
apt to be impoſed upon, and to impoſe upon our 
bes, what Uſe ſhall we make of it? And this I 
ſhall ſpend the remainder of the time ahout; and 
ſhew you, what good Leſſons we may learn from 
this Contemplation before us. Which may tend to 
make us better Chriſtians and wiſer Men. 


I. The ſenſe of this Human Inſirmity will teach 


— 


us one great part of Humility; which conſiſteth in 


modeft and ſelf-diffident x houghts. ip 4 


towards thoſe that differ in Judgment and Opinion 
from us; ſince we are ſo apt to be [miſtaken our 
ſelves. Ws 1 | 5 


III. How teachable and willing we ſhould be to 
liſten to Inſtruction; That we may be the better 
informed, and eſcape, as much as may be, the being 
miſtaken. _ & E297 . 


IV. It will make us leſs zealous in eſpouſing Specu- 
lations and Opinions; wherein Men may beſo eaſily 
and ſo much miſtaken: and prompt us to apply our 
ſelves rather to the Practice of Vertue and Goodneſs. 


V. It will ſuggeſt to us, what an infinite Bleſſi 
the Holy Scriptures are to us, which afford us ſu | 
Light and Knowledg in all Saving Truth: And how 
thankful to God we ought therefore to d. 


fr | F IC ODEETOS BURY LOTS. 
VI. And Laſth, The Conſideration how fallible 
Human Nature is, will greatly excite and quieken us 
128 I A 4 «FEM - 01: fiaeerely 
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as the Text fhewerlhy us, 


—f.— of diſtru 
Self- aſſuming; Teftiniciontnel and Stiffneſs in our 


in the plaineſt way : 


- 
. 
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kineerely to to fear and ſerve. GOD, and to mind the 
Fan! Parts of Bag ok there is no van. 
ger of erring. e wort oing over theſe 
then. again, and ming af 1 each of 


— 


3 I. This len * our, own | Fallvility and Apia 


to be miſtaken (and that ſometimes crouſly too, 


. The ꝛud thereof. art the Way 


of Death) will teach us one rt of , Humility, 
which conſiſteth in modeſt 2 fel ingen Thought: 


Jo be very mean in our own: Eyes, in the Conceit 
of our Selyes, of our Parts, of our Reaſon ; and not 


to lean too much to our own | anding, ſince we 
may ſo eaſily be miſtaken. n Rog 


The contrary to this 3 and good Chriſtian 
—— our felves is Self- confidence, 


own Aſſertions; Pictating to others; Mägiſterial im. 
poling of our own dentiments upon others. Theſe 


Practices arc no Ways egen luch Tallible Crew 


en 45 * args 


" if, I gives a nabe checkt Zo Self cone 
and Self- aſſuming. For what a Folly is it for a Man 


to be of ſuch a Temper, ſince we have this Watch- 
word in the Text, that a. Way may be right to a Man- 
and yet he may be ſo keartully miſtaken. And one 
712 Fell of this Conhdence. is, that it makes the” 


iſtake more fatal, and the more hard to get free 


of. And commonly | a, conceitcd Ignorance is m molt 
. confident, 


_ Confidence. is the Property of a Fool. I have the Wik 
Man to bear me out in it, Prov. xiv 16. The Fool ra- 
geth, and is confident. A wile Man knows how apt Hu- 
man Nature 15 to be deceived: And therefore he is not 
ver- conſident in any thing. Men ſtumble ſometimes 
the wile Son of . $ rach < Pas 


1 75 


not confident in a plain way. Be diffident ever. It 
was ons of the ſayings of the Wiſe Greeks , Menue 
arge. Remember to Disbelieve, or Diſtruſt. This will 


his Advice ſuitable hereunto, Eecleſ. xxxiii. 271. By 


make thee wary, and inquiſitive and modeſt in all thy 
Sentiments. In a tag Oo upon any Argument, if T 
were 4 Stander by, I would moſt ſuſpect the conft- 


denteſt Man. Truths own Evidence is ſufficient to 
recommend it, but Error muſt have other Arts to ſet 


it off. And Confidence is one of thoſe Arts that 


muſt do this ſervice. „ 
Jo be ſure, among fallible Men peremptory Aſſer- 


tions, bold Aſſeverations are by no means to be en- 
dured ; unleſs we were inſpired, or ſpoke by a Pro- 


phetick Spirit. It is no ways becoming Men, - nor 
ſafe for them, to be over-confident in their own 
Sayings. 5 | 5 


Secondly, To this belongeth a pertinacious ſtiffneſs 


in our own Conceits. What is this but a kind of De- 


light a Man takes in Error, and 'a Fear leſt Truth 


ſhou!d ſhine too bright in his Face. And it ſhews, 
a Man hath taken up an Opinion, and he will main- 
| tain it right or wrong. Therefore be not an Opi- 


niator. It is unadviſed to be Obſtinate. It is not 
prudent nor decent in Civil Matters, but it is dange- 


rcus in Religious. 


Thirdly, Another Practice to be reproved here is, 2 


Dictating to others, and a Magiſterial impoſing of our 
own Scntiments upon them. Men are very apt to 


Dictate : to deſire and expect that others ſhould enter- 


tain the Notions, and the Opinions that they them- 
ſelves do: and are apt to be ve | 
not receive them; eſpecially if they have any exter- 
al Juriſdiction over gem. ene 

Put what an unreaſonable thing is this? As if we 
pere the only infallible Men, and all were bound to 


angry if chey do 


ſubmit 
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10 _ Leſſons for Fallible Man. 

ſubmit their Senſe and Reaſon to us. This is the in- 

ſufferable Preſumption of the Church of Rome: And IN * 

— Men who do not much fancy that Church, yet in 

tread in the very ſteps of it. But why ſhould not o- e 
|} tthers have a right to the ſame Liberty that we aſſume | 
co our ſelves? And that is a Liberty of judging for 1 % 
. ourſelves. It is an unconſcionable thing that I ſhould I ut 
| impoſe mine-own Opinions upon the Belief of others, V 
when I am but a fallible Man, (the fame may be ſaid 2 
of any Party of Men) and may be in an Error as tl 
well as others. And ſo in effect am angry with an- 11 
other, if he do not err with me. Allow others to Il 4 
have the Freedom thou aſſumeſt to thy ſelf. And haf 
thou Faith, have it to thy ſelf before God, ſaith the Apo- 1 
ſtle, Rom. xiv. 22. Which may well be applied here. 5 

( 


| Theſe things are quite contrary to that Leſſon 
| which our Fallibility will teach us, namely, Modeſty 
6 - and Self-dithdence ; often diſtruſting, ſometimes ſuſ- 
| pending our Judgments: And when we think we are 
\ in the right way, yct to be modeſt in our own Con- 
1 ceits; and to be ready and willing to relinquiſh our 
Notions, and confeſs our Miſtakes, upon clearer Evi- 

dence. | | 


IL May a Man's ways be right in his own Eyes, 

and yet be ſo miſtaken, this will teach us another 

Leſſon, namely, to be mild and gentle towards thoſe 

| that differ in Judgment or Opinion from us; ſince af- 
* ter all our Confidence we may be miſtaken, and it 
1 is a thing ſo incident to Humanity to go wrong. 
Thy Brother is not of thy mind, nor art thou of his. 

Lou are both Fallible. And therefore there is as much 

Reaſon that I ſhould be gentle and forbearing unto 


2 


7 him, as I would he ſhould be gentle and forbearing 
4 unto me. If a Brother have erred, conſidering the 
ſhortneſs of Human Nature, he is to be pitied, rather 

than to be dealt ruggedly withal. He is the Object of 


The 


thy Pity, not of thy Paſlipn, 


: 
- 
4 


Leſſons for Fallible Man. 11 
The Scripture directeth, that if any Brother be o- 
yertaken in a Fault, Gal. vi. 1. (and why not likewiſe 


in an Error?) he is to be reſtored in the Spirit of Meek- 


nels. And again, 2 Tim. ii. 25. Is Meekneſs to inſtruct 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelyes. Gentleneſs and Patience 
are the great Inſtruments a Servant of the Lord muſt 
uſe in dealing with thoſe that differ from him. Te ſer- 
want of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all 


men, apt to teach, patient, in the Verſe before. And 


this is but doing as we would be done unto ourſelves 
in caſe of our own Trips and Miſtakes, ſince we are 
as ſubje& to them as our Brother. 
III. How teachable and willing ſhould we be to 
liſten to Inſtruction, that we may be the better in- 
formed, and avoid Miſtake ? © Oh! my. Chriſtian 
« Friend, teach me and inſtruct me. Oh! I am ſen- 


© ſible, it is not ſafe to depend wholly upon mine 
* own Underſtanding. ' And therefore thou that art 


* wiſer than I, ſhew me the way of Truth. Diſco- 
* ver to me my Miſtakes, thou my Friend my Paſtor, 


* or thou that haſt made better Progreſs in Religion 


© than J have, and art better ſtudied in Divinity and 
* in the Book of GOD than I am. Thus ſhould 
Chriſtians apply themſelves to one another for their 
Information and Improvement in Knowledge and 


Truth. - | | 8 
Chriſt our Maſter tells us, that we muſt become as 


little Children, Mat. XVIII. 3. if we will enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. And of the ſame Spirit 
we muſt be if we would not fall into Error. And that 
Spirit is the teachable Spirit, the meek Spirit, the hum- 
ble Spirit, free from Self- wiſdom, and Self-conceit, 
and Impatience to be corrected or better informed, 


Come ye Children, hearken nnto me: I will teach you the 


fear of the Lord, Plal. XXXIV. II. Te Children, ye lit- 
tle Ones, y2 meek and ye humble ; you I will teach : 
Not ye Proud, not ye Conceited, nor ye that pretend 
to high Flights in Spiritual Knowledge and Revelati- 


3 


But we are ſo earneſt in aſſerting 1 of 


12 Leſſons for Tallible Man. 

ons, or in Wiſdom and Philoſophy. Jobs IX. 34. Doſ 
thou teach us? ſaid the Phariſees to the Man waz 
blind; that would have honeſtly taught them by the 
Evidence of the Miracle that was done upon him, that 
JESUS muft be from GOD. What will this Babler ſay} 
cry'd the Philoſophers of Athens, Acts xvii. 18. Phay;. 


: ſees, proud of their Religion; Philoſophers, proud of 


their 88 theſe are not fit to receive Inſtructi. 
on in the Truth. 15 n e 

IV. This Conſideration of our own aptneſs to miſtake, 
eſpecially in Spiritual Matters, will adminiſter- thi; 


good Admonition to us, To be leſs zealous in eſpoul- 


ſing Speculations and Opinions ; becauſe Men 
be oftentimes ſo much out: And rather to direct a 


our Labour and Study towards the Practicals of Reli. 


ion. | 5 
. It is the Miſery of Chriſtendom, that we build ſo 
much upon Articles of Doctrin, 178 Opinions, Te- 
nets and Syſtems: And they muſt be Subſcrib'd to, 
Sworn to, and Believ'd, which cauſeth almoſt all the 
Diviſions in the Chriſtian World; and creates all thoſe 


Sects, Factions, Parties, and Churches. And yet we 


are all Chriſtians, Worſhippers of JESUS CHRIST; 


| Baptized into his Name; and pretend to go to one 


Heaven, and to be rewarded with one Eternal Life, 


our own eſpouſed Doctrines, and the Apoſtolicalneſl; 
of our own Ways of Divine Worſhip, that we moſt la- 


mentably fall out, Contend, break Peace, loſe Chari- 
ty, and wretchedly negle& the weightier Matters, 


Judgment, Mercy, and Faith, and the Love of G OD, 
and the Practice of ſincere Truth and Righteouſneſs. - 


And therefore, my Chriſtian Brethren, keep a Mode- 
ration as to your Speculations of Religion. Do not build 
upon a Doctrin, an Opinion, a Perſuaſion, a Mode, nor 


a Party. Be leſs Speculative Chriſtians, and more Pra- 
ctical. Endeavour that Religion be more in your 
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Leſſons for Fallible Man. 13 
Lives, chan in your Tongues or in your Braifis. Labour 
moſt after the Knowledge that is truly Practical. Get 
Knowledge in order to make thee Good, not Learned, 
or able to hold an Argument or Diſputation. 


To give you an Inſtance, what our Saviour thought 1 5 


of Speculations in R 1p The Diſciples once ſtarted 
a Queſtion to him, was the greateſt in the Kingdom 
of Heaven? (Matb. xvii. 1.) And another time, Whe- 
ther he would at that preciſe time after his Reſurrecti 

_ the Kingdom to Hrael? Acts 1.'6. Even Chriſt's 
Diſciples Heads ran upon Speculations and unuſeful 
Knowledge. And no queſtion, they had it from the 
Cuſtom of the Fewiſh Rabbies, who abounded in ſuck 


like empty nice and needleſs Queſtions. But you ſhall 


obſerve our Saviour always turn'd off theſe Enquiries 
with a Check, and diverted them to Matters that might 
be of more Profit and Uſe to them. It is nat for you, 
ſaith he, Ver. 7..to-know the Times and the Seaſons 
which the Father hath put in hu on Power. Leave 


ſuch things to GOD, and do you mind your Duty, 
and depend upon his Providence. And to the other 


Queſtion, Who was greateſt in the Kindom of Heaven? 
He anſwers by a Sign; He taketh up à little Child, and 


| ſets him in the midſt, and tells them, that Except they 


were converted and became as little Children, they flauld 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven at all: Math. xviii. 3. 


And ſo be neither the greateſt, nor the leaſt there. 


And therefore let this, good Chriſtians, ſink-down 
into your Hearts, that it is far more material to frame 


our Hearts and our Lives to Purity, Truth and Good- 


neſs, to Fear GOD and Love our Neighbour, than to 
{tuff our Heads with Religious Notions : wherein, af- 
ter all our Study and Pains, ſuch fallible Creatures as 
we are, may be wrong. 2 1; | 

But what then? Are we to take no regard at all of 
the Doctrinals of Chriſtianity ? Are there not Articles 


of Faith that we are bound to believe and embrace? 
And are there not Errors in Doctrin that are dang 


rous even to Salvation? Tis true; but here, Ble * 
| e 


14 . Leſſons for Fallible Man. 
be GOD, we are ſafe in the Holy Scripture, tha 
will teach and point us out to all Doctrines neceſſary W 
to Eternal Life, if we will but diligently ſearch and 
look into it: And this brings me to another Particular, 
. e 


V. How thankful to G OD we ſhould be for that 
infinite Bleſſing he hath afforded us, in giving us his 
Holy Word, which communicates ſuch Light and 
Knowledge in all Saving-Truth. Tis true, we are 
very liable to Miſtakes, and deſperate ones ſometimes, 
which influence our Practice. But here in the Scri- 
ture, thou haſt an unerring Rule to walk by: 4 
Guide, that if thou wilt but faithfully follow it, will 
lead thee into all Truth, neceſſary for thee, in order 
to thine Eternal Peace and Safety. Conſult with 
it daily and conſcientiouſly. Make it thy Study and 
Delight. And however thou may'ſt miſtake perhap 
in many things, and miſ-conceiveſt concerning t 
Spiritual and Divine Things of GOD, thoſe Miſtakes 
ſhall never prejudice thine Eternal Welfare ; if thou 
adhereſt to the Counſels thou readeſt here, and to the 
Knowledge of JESUS CHRIST and his Holy 
Faich, that this holdeth forth to thee, to direct thy 
Practice. Theſe Scriptures are call'd the Oracles of 
GOD. An Oracle was ſomething Divine to be con- 
ſulted withal in doubtful Caſes : Whereunto the Deity 
gave Anſwer, which might therefore well be follow'd 
and acquieſced in. | 3 
This is the ſure Light, te which ve do well to take 
heed, as to a Light ſhining in a dark place: 2 Pet. i. 19. 
A dark Place is very uncomfortable. But it as com- 
fortable to have a Light in this dark Place. Such is the 
Word of GOD in the midit of all our Darkneſs : The 
Darkneſs of Doubts, the Darkneſs of our own Under- 
| ſtandings, the Darkneſs of ſpecious Errors that others 
would impoſe upon us. Oh! Blefſed be GOD for this 
Light in a dark Place. And they deſerve to ſtumble, 
that will not make uſe of it. Als 


— 


Leſſons for Fallible Man, 5 15 
All Scripture à by Inſpiration of God, ſaid” another 
| lie 1 Tim. Fr 16. GOD, the GOD of Truth, 


vired the Holy Scriptures : And therefore they may 
ſurely. be de ended upon. For GOD cannot deceive, . 


' Wor the Holy Men that writ by his ſpecial Order and 


Inſpiration. O take it, and read it with joy, and laß 
t in thy Boſom, as an ine ſtimable Treaſure commit- 
ed unto thee, to be thy conſtant Conduct and Coun- 
—_ — ene 
This is a great Comfort, that in the midſt of ſo 
nuch Miſtake about Spiritual Things, and Things that 
concern our Souls, we have ſuch a ſure Word of Prophecy 
o betake ourſelves to, for our Reſolution and Directi- 
on: And therefore for this, among the reſt of GOD's 
manifold Mercies, He is ever to be praiſed by us. 


VI. And Laſtly, The Conſideration how Fallible 
Humane Nature is, will mightily excite and quicken 
us to ſet ourſelves ſincerely to Serve and Fear GOD; 

d to mind the Practical Parts of Religion, where 
here is no danger of erring. Righteouſneſs, Integri- 
ty, Sobriety, Charity, Humility, Truth: In thefe 
dubſtantials of Religion there is no danger to be 
deceiv d. They will certainly make us acceptable to 
GOD in his Son JESUS CHRIST, and ſecure us 
to Eternity. | 1 5 L 

Let us 18 O Chriſtian and beloved Brethren, 
mainly mind theſe weighty Matters. In theſe we need 
not fear to be miſtaken, (as we may about Doctrines 
and Opinions) if we are honeſt 2nd true to ourſelves. 
Love GOD and thy Neighbour : Yield a ſincere Obe- 
dience to all the Precepts of JESUS CHRIST. 
Let thy Behaviour- be holy, humble, harmleſs: Be 
Peaceable and Charitable ; be ready to every gcod 
Work, and ſhun as much as may be, not only all Evil, 
but all appearances of Evil. Ee r.ct conſcious to thy 
ſelf of any one Sinlov'd and liv'din. Ee all of a piece, 
without regarding any Iniquity in thy Heart. 


And 


r of Opinions, and Modes, and Circumſtan 


ty contradict the Word of GOD; nor are enjoyne 
48 Eſſential parts of GOD's Worſhip ; but required fg 


= 


holding this Foundation, thy miſtakes ſhall be inn 


neſs and the ſhortneſs of our Reaſons and Unde 
ſtandings, and will make a gracious Allowance ; an 
will not hang our Happineſs upon our Opinion, bt 


courſe hath tcyded (as you have ſeen) to diſſuade y 
from Conkdence, yet in this we may be confident, an 
moſt ſecure, that the End of theſe Ways are the Way 


— —— 


16 WP. for Fallible Man. 
And when chou haſt ſecured a good Life, make e 


Worſhiping GOD. Comply without Scruple wi 
the Reformed Church in which thou . born, in d 
Uſages and Cuſtoms ; ſo long as they do not evidex 


Edification, and for the better promoting Devoriag 
and preſerving Decency and Order in the Congregz 
tion. And it ſome things notwithſtanding: do n 
pleaſe thee (for all things t pleaſe all) or ax 
contrary to thy Education, behr them for Peace ſaks 
And then thou wilt approve thy ſelf a Son of Peac 
and a true Diſciple of the great Author and God e 
Love and Peace. 3333 e 
Hic pedem figito. Here fix thy Foot ; ſtand this groun 
undauntedly, and fear nothing: For the Gates of He 
ſhall not prevail againſt thee, if thou followeſt th 
.Countil. Fear God and keep his Commandments ; for th 
is thee WHOLE of Man. © | es, _” 
And tho' in leſſer Matters thou may'{t miſtake, y 


cent, and do thee no harm. or GO D knows Whey 
of we are made, and no doubt conſidereti our weak 


upon our vSincerity. And in a werd, tho all my Di 


— * 


of Lite. Unto which G OD Almighty bring u 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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